PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

parasol standing at some distance was moved by
a slight breeze. He is of the opinion that the dog
c must have reasoned to himself, in a rapid and
unconscious manner, that movement without any
apparent cause indicated the presence of some
strange living agent, and that no stranger had
a right to be on his territory.'1 Romanes, in a
short and interesting paper entitled 'Fetichism in
Animals,'2 after reporting the preceding illustra-
tion, relates this observation touching a remark-
ably ' intelligent/ ' pugnacious/ and ' courageous7
dog. ' The terrier [Skye] in question, like many
other dogs, used to play with dry bones, by tossing
them in the air, throwing them to a distance, and
generally giving them the appearance of anima-
tion, in order to give himself the ideal pleasure of
worrying them. On one occasion, therefore, I tied
a long and fine thread to a dry bone, and gave
him the latter to play with. After he had tossed
it about for a short time, I took an opportunity,
when it had fallen at a distance from him, and
while he was following it up, of gently drawing it
away from him by means of the long and invisible
thread. Instantly his whole demeanour changed.

1  The Descent of Man, 2nd ed., i. p. 145.

2  Nature, xvii. (1877-78), pp. 168-169. Comp. Lloyd Morgan,
Introd. to Comparative Psychology, p. 92 ff.
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